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DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY
RECOMMENDATION FOR ENFORCEMENT

.November 12, 2008

To: K Seiler, Section Manager, Hazardous Waste and Toxics Reduction
Program, Southwest Regional Office -

From: Dee Williams, Compliance Inspector Southwest Regional Office
Through:' Ava Edmonson, Compliance Unit Manager, Southwest Regional Office
Subject: o Recommendation for Enforcement at KP McNamara, WAH000025256
BACKGROUND

- KP McNamara (KP) runs several tote-cleaning operations in the United States. This site
is located at 503 SE Maritime Ave., Bldg 5 Ste B, Vancouver, WA 98661, and is located
within close proximity to the Columbia River. Three people are employed in the shop.

KP cleans, restores and deconstructs 275- to 330-gallon totes. These totes are
supposed to arrive ‘empty’ (as defined in WAC 173-303-040), but may contain a small
-amount of residual material such as phenol-formaldehyde resins, paints, biocides, and
water treatment chemicals. Product residuals are accumulated in 55-galion drums. The
waste is then designated and managed off-site. After residuals are removed from the:
tote, KP cuts and crushes the tote for off-site plastics recycling/disposal, or they rinse the
tote with soap/water. The clean totes are reconditioned and restored for reuse.

Historically, soapy rinse water was allowed to passively drain via a floor trench to a
sump, and was eventually pumped to two 2,500-gallon plastic tanks. Designation
conducted by the facility had previously determined that the waste did not designate as
dangerous waste, and the wastewater was transported in batch loads to Pacuflc Power
Vac in Portland, Oregon, as a non-hazardous wastewater. -

KP McNamara is a Large Quantity Generator of dangerous waste. They routinely
generate ignitable, toxic and/or corrosive dangerous waste drained out of empty totes.

K McNamara tote Wash,

In August 2007, Ecology conducted a routine
unannounced inspection at KP. Nine violations were
cited at the time. The most serious violation centered
on Ecology's observation that approximately 300-
gallons of corrosive dangerous waste had been
accumulated in a concrete floor sump. This waste
had a pH of 14, and was generated as rinse-water
from the tote washing process. At the time, KP
planned to mix the waste with other rinse-water and
manage it off-site as non-hazardous waste.

Ecology issued an Immediate Action Letter following
the August 2007 inspection. That letter directed KP
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CHECKLIST SUMMARY OF VIOLATIONS FOR LQG GENERATORS OF HAZARDOUS WASTE (Page 3 of 3
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